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This Week's Podcast:                                       
Reign Over Pain: News and Information to Help Your Patients. 
Listen to Episode #86 of STAT!--the Podcast 

This Week's Headlines: 
1.     Interleukin Receptor Variants Raise MS Risk by 30% 
2.     Tetrabenazine Lessened Huntington Chorea 
3.     Image of the Week 

In this week's podcast: 
--  Refractory Migraine Diagnostic Criteria Proposed (TEXT) 
--  Meta-Analysis Suggests Link Between PFO, Migraine (TEXT) 
--  Peripartum Migraines Linked To Increased Risk For All Vascular Events (TEXT) 
--  Combination Treatment Reduced Migraine Activity (TEXT) 
--  Venous Stenting Leads To Long-Term Reprieve From Exertional Headache (TEXT) 
--  Pregabalin Is First Drug To Get Fibromyalgia Approval (TEXT) 
--  Providers Unaware Of Shifts In Opioid Rx Rules (TEXT) 
--  Pain Treatment Centers Recognized (TEXT) 

NEW FEATURE: Forward STAT! to a colleague 
Download the audio on your computer, iPod or other MP3 Player.  
iTune users: go to the STAT! page directly on iTunes.  


ADVERTISEMENT 
Weekly Podcasts are sponsored by Ortho McNeil Neurologics. 
Visit www.clinicalneurologynewspodcast.com each week for the latest in neurology news. 



Headline Summaries from Clinical Neurology News 

Interleukin Receptor Variants Raise MS Risk by 30% 
Mutations of the genes that code for the interleukin-2 and -7 receptors appear to increase the risk of multiple sclerosis by as much as 30%, according to three separate, concurrently published genetic studies that examined more than 18,000 DNA samples. The variants are the first new genetic risk factors for MS discovered in almost 30 years, said Dr. Patricia O'Looney, vice president of biomedical research for the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Tetrabenazine Lessened Huntington Chorea 
BOSTON — Tetrabenazine can lessen chorea for up to 80 weeks in Huntington disease subjects, Dr. Samuel A. Frank said at the annual meeting of the American Academy of Neurology. Findings from previous work by the Huntington Study Group showed that tetrabenazine significantly reduced chorea in ambulatory subjects with Huntington disease compared with subjects treated with placebo in a 12-week, randomized controlled trial. The current results are the data from the 80-week open label extension phase of the double-blind study. In this study, 45 of 75 subjects with Huntington disease completed 80 weeks of tetrabenazine treatment. 

Image of the Week 
Ultra-high-field MRI shows an intimate relationship between lesions and centered small veins (arrows), suggesting a primarily vascular pathogenesis of MS lesions. 
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Photos courtesy Dr. Yulin Ge 
See larger image (scroll to end of story and click on image) 

Clinical MRI studies are typically performed with 1.5-tesla (T) magnets, though the use of 3-T systems is becoming more common. The use of ultrahigh-field-strength MRI—using 7-T magnets—remains largely the domain of major research facilities such as New York University. Dr. Yulin Ge, a radiologist at New York University, New York, and his colleagues have been using 7-T MRI to further their understanding of the pathophysiology of multiple sclerosis. The researchers have been able to directly see small vascular abnormalities—mainly small venous structures—at a very early stage of MS. "These findings have never been shown on conventional MR," he said. High-field MRI detects these changes before the blood-brain barrier breakdown that can be seen on conventional MRI. 
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